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Tort—Injury to person—Right of private defence—Damages.

An act done in self-defence is a lawful act and no action will lie 'o r  
injuries caused by it.

1 (1909) I Current L. R. 107. A. I. R. (1939) Lahore 374.
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APPEAL from  a judgm ent o f th e Com m ission er o f Requests, 
C olom bo.

E. O. F. de Silva, fo r  the defendant, appellant.

N o appearance fo r  the p laintiff, respondent.
Cur. adv. vult.

O ctober 17, 1947. Jayatileke J.—
The p la in tiff sued the defendant in  th is action  fo r  the recovery  o f a 

sum  o f Rs. 300 as dam ages on  the ground that the defendant assaulted 
him  and fractured his le ft hand. T he Com m issioner accepted the 
evidence o f the defendant’s son that the defendant in flicted the in ju ry  
on  the p la in tiff in  the exercise o f the right o f private defence, but yet he 
aw arded to  the p la in tiff a sum  o f Rs. 100 as dam ages. T his order is 
clea rly  w rong. V o e t ' says that an act done in self-defen ce is a law fu l 
act, and, consequently, no action  w ill lie  fo r  in juries caused b y  the same.

I w ou ld  set aside the judgm ent appealed against and dism iss the 
p la in tiff’s action  w ith  costs here and in  the C ourt below .

Appeal allowed.

1 Voet H.2.22, 28.
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