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‘Crial beforc Supremne Court — Accused person’s election to be tried by an English-speaking
Jury—Trial conducted mainly in Sinhala—ALrreqidarity.

It is improper for a trial beforo the Supreme Court to be conducted mainly
in Sinhala when the accused has elected to be tried by an English-speaking

Jury.
APPEAL acainst a conviction at a trial before the Supreme Court.

M. Nassim (assigned), for the accused-appellant.

P. Colin Thome, Senior Crown Counsel, for the Crown.
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August 3, 1971. H. N. G. FErNxaANDO, C.J.—

This was another casc in which a trial was conducted mainly in Sinhala,
although the accused had elected to be tried by an English-speaking Jury.
Following the judgment in the Privy Council in Hemapala v. The Queen?,
we were compelled to set aside the verdiet and sentence and order a
fresh trial.

Sent back for fresh trial.



