
-493 Piyasena c. The Queen

[ C o u r t  o r  C r i m i n a l  A p p e a l ]

1971 Present: H . N. G. F e rn a n d o , C. J. (P residen t), S a m c ra w ick r a m e , J .,
a n d  de K retser, J.

Iv. B . P I Y A S E N A ,  A p p e lla n t, and T f l E  Q U E E N , 
R e s p o n d e n t

C. C. A . N o . 39  of 1971 , with Application N o . 53  

S.C. 474170— M .C . Gampaha, 37241j A

'Trial before Supreme Court—Accused person's election to be tried by an English-speaking 
Jury—Trial conducted mainly in Sinhala— Irregularity.

lb is im p r o p e r  f o r  a tr ia l b e fo ro  th e  S u p rem e  C ou rt to  b o  c o n d u c t e d  m a in ly  
in S inhala  w h e n  th e  a c c u s e d  h a s e le c te d  to  b o  tried  b y  a n  E n g lis h -s p e a k in g  
J u ry .

\ P P E A L  .against a  c o n v ic t io n  a t  a tr ia l b e fo re  th e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t . 

M . Nassim (a s s ig n e d ), f o r  th e  accu sed -a p p e lla n t.

P. Colin Thome, S e n io r  C rotvn  C ounsel, fo r  the C row n .
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A u g u s t  3 , 1971. H . N . G . F e r n a n d o , C .J .—

T in 's w a s  a n o th e r  case  in w h ich  a  tr ia l w as c o n d u c te d  m a in ly  in  S in h a la , 
a l t h o u g h  th e  a ccu se d  h a d  e le c te d  t o  b e  t r ie d  b y  a n  E n g lish -sp ea k in g  J u r y .  
F o llo w in g  th e  ju d g m e n t  in  th e P r iv y  C o u n c il  in  Hemapala v. The Queen1, 
w e  w e re  c o m p e lle d  to  s e t  as ide  th e  v e r d i c t  a n d  sen ten ce  a n d  o r d e r  a  
fr e s h  tr ia l.

Sent back for fresh trial.


