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M A R T IN U , A pp ellan t, and  A T T  A N  A Y  A X E , R espondent.
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325— M . C .  Negom bo, 44,172.

Motor lorry—Licence to carry goods—Meaning of "  goods " —Would include 
things animate—Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938, s. 42 (1).
W h e r e  t h e  a c c u s e d ,  w h o  h a d  a  l i c e n c e  fo r  t h e  c a r r ia g e  o f  g o o d s , w a s  

c h a r g e d  w i t h  c a r r y in g  p ig s  i n  h i s  lo r r y  in  b r e a c h  o f  s e c t io n  1 2  (1 ) o f  th e  

M o to r  G ar O r d in a n c e , N o .  4 6  o f  1 9 3 8 .

Held, t h a t  t h e  w o r d  “  g o o d s  "  in  t h e  M o to r  C a r  O r d in a n c e  w o u ld  

in c lu d e  t h in g s  a n im a t e ,  s u c h  a s  c a t t l e  a n d  p ig s .

^ ^ P P E A T ,  from  a con v iction  b y  the M agistrate o f  N egom bo.

P . Malalgoda fo r  the accused , appellant.

T. K . Curtis, C .C., fo r  the A ttorney-G eneral.

J u ly  4 , 1945. Canekeratne J .—

T h e accu sed  is  charged  w ith  carrying 14 pigs in  his lorry in  breach  o f 
-section 42 (1) o f  O rdinance N o. 45 o f  1938. T h e accused  has a licen ce for 
th e  carriage o f  goods issu ed  b y  a- com p eten t authority . There is no 
defin ition  o f  the w ord  “  goods ”  in  the O rdinance. T h e w ord “  goods ”  is 
genera lly  taken in  E n g lish  law  to  define personal property  o f  every 
k ind as d istin ct from  ch a tte ls  real, th is w ould  include all tangible m ovable 

/p rop erty  e x ce p t m on ey , th a t is  th ings m ovab le  w h ich  m ay  be annexed to  
o r  attendant on  the person  o f  the ow ner and carried about, w ith  h im  from  
o n e  part o f  th e  w orld  to  another. T h ey  m a y  b e  classified as things 
a n im a te  and th ings inan im ate. T h e  form er class w ould  include cattle  
a n d  pigs, the la tter furniture and  o th er th ings. T h e O rdinance seem s to 
d iv id e  m otor  v eh ic les in to  tw o  classes th ose licensed  to  carry passengers for 
rew ard  or n ot an d  v eh ic les licensed  to  carry  goods. T h e  in tention  o f  the 
L eg islatu re shou ld  b e  taken  to  p rovide for  th e carriage o f  a ll things and 
p erson s. C onsidering all th ese circu m stan ces I  shou ld  th ink  that the 
w ord  “  goods ”  in clu des pigs. I  th erefore set aside the con v iction  o f  the 
a ccu sed .

Conviction set aside.


