
RANJITH
v.

STATE

COURT OF APPEAL 
HECTOR YAP A, J .
KULATILAKE. J .
CA 9 8 /9 6  
HC MATARA 8 3 /9 5  
APRIL 28th, 2000 
MAY 2nd, 2000

Penal Code - Murder - Stabbing - Medical experts sta tes injuries inflicted 
by a  blunt w eapon - Dying declarations - Is it sa fe  to base a conuictionfor 
murder solely upon a  dying declaration.

The A ccused who w as indicted for m urder w as found guilty of culpable 
homicide no t am ounting  to m urder. The Trial Ju d g e  directed the Ju ry  
th a t the  case re s ts  solely on the th ree dying declarations. In appeal it was 
contended th a t the direction given to the Ju ry  em phasising the sanctity 
a ttached  to a  dying declaration is no t the correct exposition of the law 
relating to the adm issibility of dying depositions, and th a t the Trial Judge 
failed to direct the J u ry  to look for factors th a t would tend to corroborate 
a  dying deposition and  fu rther the Trial Ju d g e  failed to adequately direct 
the J u ry  with regard to the inheren t w eaknesses in the evidence led.

(i) The classical view of sanctity  a ttached  to a dying declaration had 
been placed before the J u ry  by the Trial Ju d g e  in a  more em phatic 
language, th u s  causing  m uch prejudice to the accused  appellant’s case.

I a  dying declaration. The evidence of the Medical Expert vis-a-vis the 
dying declaration  m ade, serious doub t a rises as to the tru th fu lness of the 

/u tte ra n c e s  itself w hich speak s of stab b in g  w ith a k n ife , in the
m ortem  report  th ere isn ’t a single s tab  injury.

(iii) The m edical evidence no t only con trad ic ts  the dying declaration bu t 
in fact dem olishes it in to to . The ju ry  had  no t received adequate evidence 
on th is  vital point.

Held :

(ii) O rdinarily it is not safe to base  a conviction for m urde upon

APPEAL from the Ju d g m en t of the  High C ourt of M atara.


