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CHAPTER 140

POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Ordinances AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGISTRATION OF WRITTEN AUTHORITIES AND
Nos.4 of  l902, POWERS OF ATTORNEY. 

9 of 1913,
33 of 1939.

[1st July, 1902.]

Short title.

Interpretation.

[§§ 2 & 3, Law
23 of 1978.]

Power of
at torney may
be registered
by the
Registrar-
General.

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the
Powers of Attorney Ordinance.

2. For the purposes of this Ordinance,
and unless there be anything in the subject
or context repugnant to such construction—

" attorney" shall include every person
holding such power of attorney;

" power of attorney" shall include any
written power or authority other
than that given to an attorney-at-
law or law agent, given by one
person to another to perform any
work, do any act, or carry on any
trade or business, and executed
before two witnesses, or executed
before or attested by a notary
public or by a Justice of the Peace,
Registrar, Deputy Registrar, or by
any Judge or Magistrate, or
Ambassador, High Commissioner
or other diplomatic representative
of the Republic of Sri Lanka; and

" Registrar-General" shall include the
Deputy Registrar-General and an
Assistant Registrar-General and
any person for the time being
lawfully discharging the duties of
the Registrar-General or of the
Deputy Registrar-General or an
Assistant Registrar-General.

3. Any attorney desiring to have his
power of attorney registered under this
Ordinance shall be entitled to have the same
so registered, and shall for that purpose
produce the same to the Registrar-General,
together with a copy thereof certified by a
notary public to be a true copy, and shall
make an affidavit to the effect that to the

best of his knowledge and belief such power
of attorney is genuine and still in force. And
the Registrar-General shall, after satisfying
himself of the correctness of such copy,
register the power of attorney and file such
copy and shall endorse upon it and upon the
power of attorney a certificate signed by
him stating the fact of such registration and
the date thereof, together with a reference to
the volume and folio wherein such
registration is recorded and such copy is
filed, and shall return the power of attorney
to the person producing the same. Such Registration to
registration shall be recorded in a book to be recorded.
be kept in the form prescribed in the
Schedule.

4. In the event of the cancellation or
revocation of any registered power of
attorney, or where any attorney ceases to
act under such power of attorney, the
grantor or attorney, if desirous of having
such cancellation or revocation registered,
shall be entitled to have the same so
registered, and shall for that purpose notify
such cancellation or revocation to the
Registrar-General, with an affidavit
verifying such fact, and shall also cause
publication of such notification to be made
in the Gazette and in three issues of at least
three daily papers published in the Sinhala,
Tamil and English languages in Colombo;
but until such notification and publication
the grantor shall be held liable and bound
by all acts of his attorney:

Provided that nothing in this section shall
be construed to affect any power of attorney
which shall cease or become void by
operation of law or to affect or prejudice the
operation of any clause, proviso, or
condition contained in any power of
attorney dealing with or touching or

Cancellation or
revocation may
be notified to
the Registrar-
General and
published.

Effect of non-
notification.
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