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CHAPTER 540

GAS METERS

AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE PROVISION FOR REGULATING MEASURES USED IN SALES OF
GAS.

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the
Gas Meter Ordinance.

2. In construing this Ordinance the
following terms shall have the meanings
hereby assigned to them, unless there be
something in the subject or context
repugnant to or inconsistent with such
construction:—

" company " shall include a person;

" meter " shall mean gas meter, and shall
include every kind of machine used
for measuring gas.

3. From and after the date on which
this Ordinance shall come into operation
the only legal standard or unit of measure
for the sale of gas by meter shall be the
cubic foot containing 62.2786 pounds,
avoirdupois weight, of distilled or rain
water, weighed in air at the temperature
of s ix ty - two degrees of Fah renhe i t ' s
thermometer, the barometer being at thirty
inches.

4. And for the purpose of enabling every
person to ascertain with certainty whether
any meter in use, or intended for use,
conforms to the standard hereby
established, the Mayor of the Municipal
Council of any Municipal town which is
supplied with gas shall preserve with care at
his office models of gas-holders measuring
the said cubic foot and such multiples and
decimal parts thereof as the Minister may,
from time to time, declare to be expedient,
together with proper balances, indices, and
apparatus for testing the measurement and
registration of meters ; and every person
shall be at l iberty, on giving reasonable
notice, to inspect the said models, or any of
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them, and to compare any other meter
therewith.

5. In all contracts, bargains, sales, and
dealings which shall be made or had in
respect of the supply of gas, no meter shall
be used within any town which shall not
have been stamped by the Municipal
Council thereof, in token of the same having
been tested and verified by them in
accordance with the standard hereby
established:

Provided that a meter, duly stamped as
aforesaid, shall not be liable to be
reslamped, although the same be used in
any other town than that at which the same
was originally stamped, but shall be
considered as a legal meter unless found to
be incorrect within the meaning of this
Ordinance.

6. No meter shall be stamped by any
Municipal Council testing the same, which
shall be found to register, or be capable of
being made, by any contrivance for that
purpose, or by increase or by decrease of the
water in such meter, or by any other means
practically prevented in good meters, to
register quantities varying from the true
standard measure of gas more than two per
centum in favour of the seller, or three per
centum in favour of the consumer; and
every meter which shall be found by such
Municipal Council to register, or be so
capable of being made to register, quantities
varying beyond the limits aforesaid, shall be
deemed incorrect within the meaning of this
Ordinance; and every meter which shall be
found to measure and register quantities
accurately, or not varying beyond the limits
aforesaid, and shall be found incapable by
any such means as aforesaid of being made
to register quantities varying beyond the
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limits aforesaid, shall be considered to be
correct, and be stamped in such manner and
on such part of the meter as such Municipal
Council may deem best to prevent fraud.

7. The following rules shall be observed
by any Municipal Council who are hereby
required to undertake the testing of
meters;—

Firstly, the meter shall be tested for
soundness or leakage only, and not
for percentage of error, when fixed
on a horizontal base, and with gas
under a pressure equal to a column
of water three inches high, with a
light or lights consuming not more
than one-twentieth part of its
measuring capacity per hour
marked thereon, nor less than one-
half of a cubic foot per hour, for all
meters of a measuring capacity not
exceeding one hundred cubic feet
per hour, and not more than one-
fortieth part of its said measuring
capacity per hour for all meters of
any greater measuring capacity per
hour than one hundred cubic feet;
and all meters found to work under
such test shall be deemed sound
meters and any meter found not to
work under such test shall not be
stamped.

The meter to be tested for percentage of
error shall be fixed on a horizontal
base, and shall be tested at a
pressure equal to a column of water
five-tenths of an inch high, and
passing the quantity of gas or
atmospheric air per hour which
shall be marked thereon as its
measuring capacity per hour; and
the water used in such testing, and
the air of the room in which such
testing shall be made, shall be, as
nearly as practicable, of the same
temperature as the gas or air passed
through the meter.

8. It shall be lawful for the Municipal
Council of any Municipal town which is
supplied with gas to appoint such person or
persons as they may deem qualified thereto

for the purpose of examining, testing, and
stamping meters; and in case any such
person or persons shall stamp any meter
without duly testing and finding the same to
be correct, or shall refuse, or for three days
after being so required neglect without
lawful excuse, to test any meter, or to stamp
any meter found to be correct on being so
tested, shall be guilty of an offence, and
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
fifty rupees.

9. It shall be lawful for the Municipal
Council of any Municipal town that is
supplied with gas, or any person or persons
appointed by them for that purpose, at all
reasonable times and with all necessary
workmen and appliances and other means,
to enter any house or shop, store,
warehouse, still, yard, or place whatsoever
within their jurisdiction, wherein such
Municipal Council may have reason to
believe that there is any incorrect meter
fixed or used, and to examine and test the
same, and if necessary for such purpose to
remove such meter, doing as little damage
thereby as may be; and if upon such
examination and testing it shall appear that
any such meter is incorrect within the
meaning of this Ordinance, or fraudulent,
the same shall not be refixed or used again
unless and until altered and repaired so as
to measure and register correctly; and the
fees on such removal, examination, and
testing of a meter, whether corrected and
replaced or not, shall be double the fees
hereinafter made payable for testing and
stamping, and shall be payable by the buyer
or seller of gas, as the Municipal Council
shall determine:

Provided that any person duly authorized
by any company or person selling gas by
meter may supply water to any meter, so as
to keep the water at the correct level.

10. Every consumer of gas may hire or
purchase and use for the measurement of
the gas supplied to him any meter duly
stamped under the authority of this
Ordinance, provided that the gas to be
consumed per hour shall not exceed the
quantity per hour the meter is intended to
measure, so marked on the outside thereof
as aforesaid.
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11. (1) Where a gas meter is in use in
any premises, the consumer, if the meter is
the property of the supply company, or the
supply company, if the meter is the property
of the consumer or of the owner of the
premises, shall be entitled, on application
made to the Mayor of the Municipal
Council and on prepayment of a fee of
seven rupees and fifty cents, to have the
meter tested with a view to ascertaining
whether it should be deemed to be incorrect
within the meaning of this Ordinance or
whether it may be considered to be correct
for the purpose of section 6.

(2) Where on application made under this
section a gas meter is, after test, deemed to
be incorrect within the meaning of this
Ordinance, the fee paid shall be refunded to
the person who made application for the
test.

12. The fees for examination,
comparison, and testing, with or without
stamping meters, shall be seventy cents for
each meter if the measuring capacity of the
meter does not exceed fifty cubic feet of gas
an hour. If the measuring capacity of a
meter exceeds fifty cubic feet of gas an hour,
the fees shall be seventy cents for the first
fifty cubic feet an hour of measuring
capacity and, in addition, for every one
hundred or part of every one hundred cubic
feet an hour of measuring capacity in excess
of the first fifty cubic feet, thirty-five cents if
the meter is a dry meter and fifty cents if the
meter is a wet meter.

13. The expense of providing models of
gas-holders, with proper balances, indices,
and apparatus as aforesaid, and stamps for
stamping meters, and the remuneration to
such person or persons as may be appointed
by the Municipal Council of any Municipal
town to test and stamp meters, shall be paid
out of the rates leviable under the Municipal
Councils Ordinance.

14. Whosoever shall commit any of the
following offences shall be liable to the fines
hereinafter set forth :—

(1) Whosoever shall make, except under
the authority of this Ordinance, or
forge, or counterfeit, or cause or
procure to be made, except as

a f o r e s a i d , o r f o r g e d or
counterfeited, or knowingly act or
assist in the making, except as
a f o r e s a i d , o r f o r g i n g o r
counterfeiting any stamp or mark
which may be used for the stamping
or making of any meter under this
Ordinance, shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding thousand rupees and
not less than one hundred rupees.

(2) Whosoever shall knowingly sell, alter,
or dispose of, let, lend, or expose
for sale any meter with such forged
stamp or mark thereon, shall be
liable to a fine not exceeding one
hundred rupees and not less than
twenty rupees:

Provided that all meters with
such forged or counterfeited stamps
shall be forfeited and destroyed.

(3) Whosoever shall knowingly repair or
alter, or cause to be repaired and
altered, or tamper with or do any
other act in relation to any stamped
meter, so as to cause such meter to
register unjustly or fraudulently, or
who shall prevent or refuse to allow
lawful access to any meter in his
possession or control, or the supply
of water thereto as hereinbefore
provided, or shall obstruct or
hinder any examination or testing
authorized by this Ordinance of any
such meter, shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding one hundred and fifty
rupees:

Provided that the payment of any
such penalty as aforesaid shall not
exempt the party offending from
liability to indictment or other
proceeding at law to which he
would otherwise be liable, or
deprive any person of the right to
recover damages for any loss or
injury sustained by such act or
default; and

Provided further that the party
offending shall pay the fees for
removing and testing and the
expense of purchasing and fixing a
new meter.
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15. All disputes between the buyer and
seller of gas by meter, or between any owner
of a meter and any person or persons
appointed under this Ordinance to test
meters, respecting the correctness of any
meter, shall be referred to the said
Municipal Council, whose decision thereon
shall be final.

16. And in all cases where fees or
expenses are by this Ordinance directed to
be paid, the amount, if certified to by the
Mayor or secretary of the said Municipal
Council, shall be recovered, in the event of
the party liable thereto failing to make

payment within a week after notice given to
him in that behalf, by the Magistrate's
Court, as if it were a fine imposed by such
court, whether or not such amount shall
exceed the sum which the Magistrate's
Court has jurisdiction to award by way of
fine.

17. No prosecution shall be instituted
against any person for any offence
committed against the provisions of this
Ordinance cognizable by a Magistrate's
Court, unless the same shall be commenced
within twelve months from the time of the
commission of such offence.
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