PARLIAMENT OF THE DEMOCRAJZE:
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
SRI LANKA

FIREARMS (AMENDMENT)
ACT, No. 22 OF 1996 .

-

[Certified on 21st August, 1996]

Printed on the Order of Government

Published as a Supplement to Part II of the Gazette of the Democratie
Secialist Republic of Sri Lanka of August 23, 1996 I

PRINTED AT THE DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, SRXI LANKA

TO BEE PURCHASED AT TAE GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS BUREAU, coLoMBO ¥

Price: Ro120 Postage: Rs. 1.8



Firearms (4mendment) Act, No. 22 of 1996

L IH [Certmbd on 215t August, 1996] :*
1.-.D-054 bon BATRES ol anl S Alhpie
T T AN GACT TOAMEND THR FIRBARMS' -
ORDINANCE

J”‘“
“BE it'enacted by’ the Parliamént " of thie Democratlb Soaa!iﬁ
Repdbhc of' Sri Lanka as follows =4 = -
58 L o ER £ B )
1 Tms Act may be cztcd as the Firearms (Amendment)
miAct, Nozof : 1996, and :shall come: into. operation:.on -such date
as the Minister may appoint by Order published-in the:Gazette.

2. Section 2 of the Firearms Ordinance (Chapter 182)
*i(heréinafter feferred' t6-as ** the principal ‘enactment”) is hereby
Ligmended ! a8 followst—) L (o lasieii '

(1) by the mscrtxon ‘immédiately after’ the “definition of the

1 aexpression, ttagricultural purpose 't of ‘the following

new definition :— T

. -...A,. 1
'“automahc gun” means a gun W\thh repeatedly
“ ejects an” empty cartrigde’ shell, and mtzoducu e
£ &  new cartridge on-the firing of the gum ;’;
51 PR 75 < Sed b T 5 ]
{2) by the repeal of the definition of the expression
~ “Government Agent” - ., -vaiii g €
(3) in the .definition’ of - the .expression: * by the
-+ substitutiom for .- paragraph. (d). thnoof ol llu

following- pmgraph, -3 ) D il

“o(d) sy ' weapon " of " whilever deseription
4mmed or adOpted for tho duchrp of any

......

10T

= wwaliy oy
but dou not mclude an air gumi”i Fe
firy S b5 T ’
,,(4) by the nuboutuuon for the demuuop of th. oxpnuloa
¢ hcensmg authonty” of the followm; definition :—

s hccmm; tuthonty » means the Secrctary

\(3) By the subsﬂtutnpﬁ for thc dcﬁmtwn of the expression

B pcm ofﬁccr” of 'the followmg deﬁmtlon -

T puce oﬂicér" mcludes any polwe officer and
. any * Grama  Niladhari appomted
143 in writing to-'perform police’ ‘duties ;"

46} by the addition immediately after’ the' definition of

; the expression * _peace officer’! of the following new

dcﬁnmon —

4 s 0| (FPY R v 1 %) B ® ~>' L£1gr

" S.cretary " means the Secretlry to the Mmlny

« of the Minister in charge of the . subjestef

Defence.’.

Baort titls
and date d’

operatisii,

Ansendmeens g2
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3. Section 6 of the principal enactment is hereby amended-

by the substitution for the words ** Government Agent” wher-
ever such words occur in that section, of the word ** Secretary”.

4. Section 7 of the principal enactment is hereby amended:

* by the substitution for the words * stamp duty of one rupee.”,
. of the words ** stamp duty of ten rupees”.

5. Section 9 of the principal enactment is hereby amendeé
as follows :— ~

(1) in subsection (1) of that section, by the substitution
for paragraphs (a) and (b) thereof, of the following
- paragraphs respectively :(—
“ (a) through any approved port of entry im
Sri Lanka ; or

(b) by passengers arriving at any approved port
Sri ‘Lanka _as part of
", and

of entry in
their personal baggage.

(2) in subsection (2) of that section ,by the substitution
for all the words from ** one thousand rupees ” to the
end of that subsection, of the words ** ten thousand
rupees, or to imprisonment of ecither description for
a period .not exceeding five years, or to both. *.

6. Section 10 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
as follows :—

(1) in subsection (1) of that section by the substitation
for the words * police authorities ", of the word
* Secretary ” ; and

(2)' in subsection (2) of that section, by the substitution
for all the words from * made a declaration * to the
end of that subsection, of the words ** made a decla-

- ration to the customs authorities substantially i®
Form B 2 in Schedule A, and obtained a permut from:
the Secretary substantially in such Form. * .

¥. Section 11 of the Principal enactment is herebp
repedled andt be following section substituted therefor:—
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“Importation 11. Any passenger importing a gun as
by part of his personal baggage, shall not remove
Jpassengers,

he shall have made a declaration and ob-
tained from the Secretary, a permit substan-
tizlly in Form C in Schedule A, and any
person who shall remove such gun from the
customs premises without such permit, or
- otherwise than in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section shall be guilty of an
ofience against this Ordinance. * .

3. Section 12 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
38 follows :— '

“(1) by the repeal of subsection (1) of that section and the
substitution therefor, of the following subsection :—

“(1) No person shall expose or keep for sale any. gun
without a licence from the Secretary. ” ; and

(2) in subsection (2) of that section by the substitution

for the words ** stamp of sixty rupees, ”, of the words
* stamp of five hundred rupees. ” .

9. Section 14 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
in subsection (3) of that section by the substitution for all the
words from *the nearest Superintendent of Police ” to the end

of that subsection of the words * the licensing authority within
‘three days of the sale , .,

10. Section 15 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
-in subsection (2) of that section by the substitution for the
words ** Every such permit . of the words ** Every such permit
shall be issued on payment of a fee of rupees fifty and, ™ .

11. Section 17 of the prfncipal enactment is hereby amended -

a8 follows :— .

(1) in subsection (1) of that section. by the substitution

for the words ** Government Agent ” , of the words
* licensing authority ** ; :

(2) in subsection (2) of that section by the substitution

for the words ** stamp of sixty rupees. ”’, of the words
* stamp of five hundred rupees.” .

12. Section 20 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
" .asfollows :—

- (1) in subsection (2) of that section, by the substitution for

the words ** stamp of ten rupees.”, of the words ** stamp
of five hundred rupees. *'; and

such gun from the customs premises until’
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£2) in subscctxon (-“) of ‘that section, by the substitution for
:1'.:,' the words: “local- hcz.nsmg, duthonty ol Y_Lhc words
qonn 0% licensing. aulhonty Gtk :

o P n ot o 3 e . BT B

LA 34 e P T
:

Arpendutid ¢ ')'13 -Section-22 of thc prmcxpal cnactmcnt is hereby amended
sf soction 224 o asfollows.—a s, il o

the prind

@ﬁg:;ww (.Q in subsect:on (2) of that section -—

(a) by the subsutution for paragraph (h) of that
ubsectlon of the fo!lowmg paragraph :(—

L

, "(h) to the possession of any antique, obsolete or
" .. .. unserviceable. gun kept as a curiosity of
ornament, and certuhcd as suuh by the
licensing authornity. ;" -; and

() .in paragraph (i) of that subsection by the
1.0 - substitution for the words ** the Inspector-General
of Police™, of. the words * the Secretary;”;

{2} by the repcal of subsection (3) of that section and the
substitution therefor, of the following subsection :(— '

si+ *(3)Any person contraveningithe provisions of this
. section . 'shall’» be - guilty ‘of an’ offence against this
Ordinance and shall .on. conviction be ‘punishable—

(a) for the first ochncc with.a fine not cxcccdmg ten
""' thousand rupecs or wuth ngomus nnpnspnment

both bUCh Imc and lmpnsonmcnt, ] J_.; %

. b

b) for the second or any subsequent oﬂ‘c’né)c":'iwith
rigorous lmpnsonment for a pgnod of not lese ’
than tén years and 'nol excccdmg twcmy ycars :

| PR ey L [ N F (o PRI BY,

Provnde‘d that® Where the offehce comlsts of havmg the
custod3 ‘or possedsion of.’ or of usiifg, dn “dlnotatic gun or
_Tepeater shotgun, lhe oﬁcndc{ Shd“ be punished with 1m¢~

“prisonment for life s ;
- - v . ) Ee

,,1h¢,cu_.smdy _qu'd,,p(}szc_c.sslor).‘c_)_f. or_.,of.,um_ng. a; smooth bore
shotgun of the muzzle-loading variety. the: offence, shall bs
pumsha.ble as proudcd for in section 44.7; - '

Friev s bt TR Y 5l 1 (B B S : »
+(3) iby. thc addition’ lmmcdiatcly '1f'tcr subscctlon (3) of that
section, of thé following. new subscctlon

Caet

tablc: upon conv:ctmn as 1f such oﬂcn:.c were' Jncludcd
in the Schedule of ﬁnacrprmt.tblc oﬂ"cnccs undcr the

"BieVéntide &f C‘rhﬁc’a O’rd}n‘mcc (Ch.s.pter 225



Firearsny (Lmenduonndy Act, No. 22 of 1996

3. Sertion 23 of "thcifirir'lciijh‘l‘ abactment 1§ hereby amendc&
g es.ft;soctﬁpn (2) of that sectioy by the sybstitution for the words
"= soay thereupon ¥, of the words ¢ may thersupon being :a*is~
~~I$a'~3 i‘ma the appm,ant has the neccemry sktli to use such gun ™
5. SC\.UOI) 2¢ of thr, prmClpal enactment is hercby amended
“w the substitution for all the words -and figures from: * annual
-taty payd,blr » 1o the end of that section, of the fcdomng worgds

::? fwuret

. L
1

am.uni duty payabl“ xcmrumg to the i'ollowmg scalc -

far agr:u!'m'a! far parpase other thss
" purpose egrlcu.’rara! ;urpr.zt
’ EA-R Y
) svery maawele <loudinggur .- 50 08 .. - 100 0OF
i3 overy brwach-loading gan ., 100 00 .. 200 &
9 seorerife ., L 300 80 .. 1,000 0
) every pistolcr revolver , .. 1,006 08 5. . . 2,000, &

{2} for seleswe ofa gunlicence + L. ¢ 10.80 ,oonc0 (2006 %

15, Sahon 25 of the pnnc!pal cnat,tmem is hcrcby }c}ocaleé
emé i&c: fellowmg sccuon substntutcd thcrefgr e

< dppeals, 25.(1) An appeal lies. from a decision of the

licensing authority refusing the issue or rene-

¢ wal of a.permit.or a licence under this‘Ordinance,
to 2 Board of Review appointed-for:the¢ purpose
by the Ministei, consxstmg of three persons of
whom “one ‘shall be ‘a, ret:red Judgc wvho har
* been 2 Judgc of a court at the, l..vc! of a Dis-
trict Court or above, one shall be a rstired police

‘. officer: who Hhas held a post. not.below the ranl

ivof Sénior. Superintendent: ofi Police and one¢
.shall be: a. retired -officer: of the Sri-ELanka Ad-
ministrative Service.: The Cha-irman of the
' Board shall be the retired 1udge.

BX frdl e

{2 Any oﬁiccr of a an not h;o W mat of &

Dcpulv lnprCIOT Gen\,ral of Pclu s .f\ ‘appeas
to the Board of Rcwew frorr a dcc*sno of the
 licensing duthomy allowing the issue, of &
lzcxnce to a person under thm Oxdm..ncf‘ w
POSSEES & $UAL T - Loeatln ni e niigs

3

:: 17:(3) ‘The: decision of . the Board ‘of Review on

ny appcal undct thxs section-shall bé final,

s | Sl al 0L

5
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(4) The Minister may make regulationt
with respect to the hearing of appeals undet
this section and such regulations may provide
for the time and the manner of prefering such
appeals and the fees payable for such appeals
and the procedure to be observed in the hearing
of such appeals. ”’ '

I7. Section 26 of the principal enactment is hercby amended
by the repeal of subsection (1) of that section, and the sub-
stitution therefor, of the following subsection :—

““(1) Where the Board of Review reverses the decision of
the licensing authority by allowing the issue of a licence on as
appeal made to it under section 25(2), it shall by a written
communication inform the person to whom such licence was
issued of the decision and require such person to transmit the
licence to the licensing authority within the period specifiod
in such communication ",

18. Section 27 of the principal enactment is hereby rcpcaled
and the following section substituted therefor :—

“Register of 27. The licensing authority shall maintain a

Hoences. register of all gun licences in a book to be kept for
that . purpose, substanna.ly in Form N im
Schedule A"

19. Section 29 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
as follows :(—

(1) in subsection (2) of that section by the subsititution
for the words ‘*‘such gun shall be forfeited to Her
Majesty.” of the following :(— :

. “such gun shall be forfeited to the State. Upon such
forfeiture, the person who was the owner of such gun
shall be entilled to compensation of an amount equal
to the value of such gun as assessed by a competent
- person appointed for -the purpose by the licensing

authority. ”*; and

(2) by the substitution for the words. ~ “Government Agent ”
wherever such words occur in that scuuon of the words

“licensing authority ™

20. Section 33 of the principal enactment- is hereby amcndod

therefor, of the followmg subsection :—

(1) Every licence holder shall report the destruction of
Joss of a gun in respect of whick a gun licence has been
issued to the licensing authority, within seven days of the
destruction or loss of such gun. ™
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n. Section 34 of the principal enatement is hereby amended
89 follows :—

$s) by the substitution,for the words “Government Agent ™
wherever such words occur in that section, of the words
“licensing authority ”’; and

£5) in subsection (1) of that section by the substitution for
the words ** Every such’ permit shall be in the form O in
Schedule A’ of the words *“Every such permit shall
be issued on payment of afee of rupees ten and such
permit shall be substantially in form O in Schedule A. ",

22. Section 37 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
a8 follows :—

L

{1) in subsection (1) of that section, by the substitution.for the
words “‘Government Agent "’ wherever such words occur
{n that subsection of the words *District Secretary of
the District to which such Order relates ”;

{2) In subsection (3) of that section, by the substitution for
the words *Inspector-General of Police ”, of the words
¢ Secretary ”’; and

{3) in subsection (4) of that section, by the substitution for
the words “Government Agent of the Administrative
District** of the words “Secretary.”.

23. Section 38 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
3y the substitution for the words “the Government Agent ™
of the words *‘Superintendent of Police ™

24." Section 39 of the principal enatement is hereby amended

by the substitution for the words ““Government Agent or any

- pfficer authorized in that behalf in writting by a Government

Agent”™ and all the words from “nearest police station.”

to the end of that subsection repectively, of the words *Superin-

tendent of Police or any ofﬁccr authorized in writing by hlm. -
and “npearest police station. ”, rcspcctwcly

25. Section 44 of the principal enactment is hereby amended
'by the substitution for all the woras from “‘not excecding one
hundred rupees, or in the case of * to the end of that section, of
the words, *‘not exceeding five thousand rupees, or in the case
-of a second or subsequent conviction, by imprisonmcn} of either
description for a period not exceeding ten years, or to a finc not

-Rxceeding ten thousand rupees, of by both. .

of section
34 of the
principal

Amendmess
of section
37 of the
principal
snactmess.

Amendment
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38 of the
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44 of the
principal



8 }'Irewnm {Amendenent) Act, No. of 22 199
{< .] ﬁ- (‘ \l\ . "! Ly ~“ .'.
- 24, The following new sections’ are hcrcby mscr‘t-.,d zmmud'ately Yorim Aoy
sfter.section 44 of the principal cnactmeqt and shall hq,w; cﬁ”ocg of pew

55 sections 444 and 44B of that enactment respectively :— N 44:::; .

o

aniltm + -, 44A. Notwithstanding anything in thla Orci- Ads vt
for offeuces - ‘nance or. any., othcr law, any. person, who uses > priicipal
sposified e g H T f'an offence specified nn' it
ok, gun in the commission of an ence specified in g "
Schedule ¢ of this Ordinance. shall be puni-
~~shed on.conviction for such offence, with death.,
- or imprisonment for life,. and shall  also be .,
. liable to a fine not,exceeding twenty thousand ;

-. rupccs ? B0 BE fo. & 28 P

Panaltics for 443 Notmthstandmg anythmg in thls Ol’di-' A
o 93‘9"“\, -:nance or any other law,-any person who uses &
i’:";ﬁ:““ gun in the commission of an offence specified

in Schedule D of this Ordinance shall be puni-
: ished on'-conviction: for such. offence with impri- -
*-gonment for a period -of not:less than fifteca
» years,-or a -fine not cxcccdmg twcnty tbouaand

. rupees, or both, 2% =i il To: S0 o

SRS T T s

27. Sectlon 47 of thc prmclpal cnactmcnt u' hcrcby amcnded " Keabndnisi

zﬁ.lllbiﬁCthﬂ(])Of that section, by thcsubsmutlons for the v.ords :;"f:‘:;’
“Inspcctor-Gcncral of Police,”, of the words “Secretary, priacing!
: ) SO S AT HSR IS o6 B C N foie 1 S ol BN B BRI BR ST 7
28. Sectio '51°6f the principdl enactent is hcrcby rcpa!cd and"‘ Rapl cemmaty -
the following section substituted therefor-s2s’ T30 13 D 0; h:“r&“
oft

»:% Power:of . - Sk: The;-licepsing -authority. may, dclcgate, to.,  principel
licencing | the ,District. %crct.ary ip. .charge of an adminis- N smcsmax"

P

t::?::z* ‘Tative district the powcr of(grannng and Slgmng <3 |
a;;am,‘g any licence or permit on his behalf: --The'power &77" S I

functions, so delegated shall be exercised by the District
: Secretary in consultation with the Superia-
wsovinamt, 2 enddnifof Policedf the: division.””t”

07N g Gt moitie

2%. “The fol]owmg nc.v scctiopq ure bcreby :mcrted 1mmcdmt- fnéé.aﬁl &
2ly after section. 5' of tbc pr',)cnal endutmcm ‘.nd Qhall hfu'c "_ Bew wact! bl
affect as secuons 51A and SIB ofthat cndumcnt —‘ - ' S1a3adisn

P Ul Y i the! pnﬂiﬁ“};
“State 10 be 51A. The provisions’ ofthis ‘Ordinance shall : : euacurmt s
bound, bind the State or any Agency of the State,
Hecthtiana r - 51p.((1)-Thé Mirnister may make.regulations.
:'.::‘j;:,f -, for, the. purpose of: giving effect to.the principles, . .
Aswmnne. and prqwslons of‘hc Qrdmsnpc or in respect of .

anj matter wluch 18 requm:d to be préacnbcd
- érin'réspect Of ‘which'reguldtions'are amhonsed
i to'Be made by-thig Ordinamegs = .0 ouaise ool
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02) Evcry rcgulatxon made by the Mmm,ez
sawwns Fader., subsection (1) shall be.. pubnshed in the .. . -
a1 Gazctte and shall comc into opcratlon upon such o B
i pubhcatlon "of on" such latcr datc as' may g W B
SR L q'peclﬁed in the reg‘natlon. ‘s e T DR P .u'ni"..,": E stk

(3) Every regulation made by the Ministes
gnder subsection (1) shall as soon as convenient
after " its “publication in the Gazette, " be brought
defore Parliament for  approval. Any
regulation which is not so approved shall be
deemed to be “rescinded from the date of suck: * v sown
disapproval, but without prejudwe to mythms

prcvxously donc thercundcr. % o e 1R

L O

§5. Schedule A to the pnncnpal enactment is hcrcby amended = Amendment
TH O P IO, S — B o e :ms:’::d‘;‘?’f‘

s} 2 Form Bl thcrcot’, by the substitution for the words’ principal *!

¥Superintendent of Police Colombo ;" of the word;‘ m

. YBecretary, Ministry of Dcfcnoc - ’ ‘ o - , ::
) {8 Form B2 thereof, by the substltut:on for ‘the words *!
“Collector of Custors™, ’of ‘the”-words'*“Secretary, o8t

%} In Form C thereof, by the sbustitution for the words
“Collector. of Customs ', of the words “;Secretary, Misk ... oo
try of Dckncc ui T 1V LA S 4% & b emorst wonun ki o1 auwed

R TS 1Y

s4 in Form D thereof, by the substitution = for the words’
“Government Agent ”’ wherever such words occur im
that Form, :of the:words ‘““Sccretary, Mifiistry of Defence ™;

&% tn Form H thereof, by the substitution for the wordg»< s \» e

“Government Agent” wherever. such words jocgur inpv,;_-_ R

{be¢ Form, of the words “Sccrctary answy of Dcfcncc P LS
R Am vy C:'_ ."f‘.‘ .:g
£y it Form J thcrcof by the substxtutxon for thc words RRITRRG
“Government Agent * wherever such words ‘octur in thig 507 dies
Form, of-the words »‘*S‘ccrcla’ry';*Mrnxs_try'Qf " Defence ¥j < Lyt .;
&) i Form.M- thereof; by. the .substitution:for the words L

*Goveramént Agent® of Lh‘c'v,;ér_és‘fg:f:.c_r:ls.il,},i Authority,”;

4 in Ferm O thercofy-bycthe. substitution:ofor-ithe Wox‘ds sos poerl

woda s paraeee ()
“Goverament Agent” wherever suck words occyp‘ m, o

that Form, of tke words “Secretary, Mimistry of Dufentee Ao oo

.
REA CP SR (RO B
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31. The following new Schedules are hereby added immediat- m

dy after Schedule B of the principal enactment and shall have Sededuis

affoct as Schedules C and D respectively, of that enactment :— g;ﬂd B'?j
i " 3CHEDULE C {Section 44af
Sootton of the Penal Code Natsre of offence

34—123 (inclusive) .. Offonces against the State.
328133 (inclusive) ., Offances relating to the Army, Navy and Aly

Force.
W€, 297,300 apd 301 .., Culpable homicide, &c.
}15—324 (inclusive)- .. Voluntarily causing hurt by dangsrous weapous.
344, 345 and 347 .. Criminal Foroce,

373378 (inclusive) .. Bxtortion.
380—385 (inclusive) .. Robbery.

354—360A .. Kidnapping and abductioa,

364 ’ .. Rape.

J4A .« Carnal intercourse with young glris.

101—450 . .. Abetting or attempting to commit any offense

against the above soctions of the Ponal Cods
enumerated in this Schedule.

®fences under Poisons,. .All drug related offences committed undee
®Opium and Dangerous Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs

Bougs Ordinance Ordinanca.
SCHEDULE D [Section 44B]

Section of the Penal Code Natare of Offence
140, 141, 142, 144 and 145 Unlawful assembly and roting.

(Inclusive)
219, 2194, 220 and 220A° Raistance to lawful apprehension
dnclusive) |
411—426 (inclusive) ) Mischief, :
$33—451 (inclusive) .. Lurking house trospass house, breaking &o.
486 .. Criniaal intimidation.
101—490 .. Abatring or attempting to commit any offence

azainst the sections of the Penal Code epu-
morated in this Schedule. -

Offences under section 2 Oifences against specified persons, ™.
(1) (@) and (b) of the Pro- .

vontion of Terrorism

(Temnorary Provisions) Act,

No. 48 of 1979,
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& s the cvent of any inconsistency between the Sinbala ::h .
o

£3& Femi toxts of this Act, the Sinhala text shall prevail. pervail in case-
: : of inconsls

Bocy.
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